Later Baldwin stated that he had been 'completely misled'.
The Air Minister, Lord Londonderry, resigned, but after the
lapse of another year he announced that he had not misled
Baldwin. So if you want to know who was responsible, close
your eyes and take a pin. At all events, you now know what
you get for your income tax.

Such was the plight into which ostrichism had led England
three years after Hitler. Nobody who lived in Germany in
those years can ever understand how that extraordinary under-
estimate of German rearmament and the spirit behind it came
to be made and authoritatively presented to the British people.

That was not all Hitler told his visitors. He confirmed
Germany's intention, revealed by the proclamation of con-
scription, to have the biggest land army in Europe. And he
said that Germany, with her modest coastline, required one-
third of the strength of the British Navy, which has a world-
wide Empire to defend.

So the great Berlin interview was over. A fruitless meeting,
except that it had opened the eyes of British Ministers. Simon
flew to London. Eden and the rest of us took train for Moscow
and the next stage in the European line-up.
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